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re to call under reyiew, 
Fee wind Merry on the 28th of 
We defigned at firſt to 
make a Poly to "oo Tec 5 the fame channel; 
but i Was 10 J ak 1 corner in 3 e 
| would be tafafk cient api, Ving its worth. | 
| 15 Topalit's 3 8 ee 185 to. be yehement tly i in- 
cen Againſt t . 1275 gg not_atten upon public 
wort 12 on the F ately: ae 
rity. 
| calion, . to 1 4 0 Was doub eſs K Kipd in fn . to 
become their Inſtr Ictor, —to 5 remind them 0 their 


| 
| . arguments of ay, iu e an gratitude,” But in 


convince them that 


a; 1iſcs cer dan declamation2.”. rk a 


| (His reaſon ſleeps; his Kom Fines nba 

E Supplies her lake; und wild ideas rates, 
Fron words any-chings'i#-ſaited arid mi. 9 0 | 

The Oy of thouglit, and chi of 1 mind. ye 


* compliment, , acknowledge to be © dreadful,” Js 
particularly. directed againſt Be obnoxi6us Antibarghere's: 
He boaſts 'of the great execution which, as he imagines, 


- 
: * 7 ts © * E 
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» His Mmoßty zepte ge plcitevterly A880 n \:debdain individyfal, 
| A diſtinguiſhed zeal and faithfulneſs,” (to uſe the words of one who 
had occaſion to confider ſuch treatment of him formerly) * ſeconded by 
ſingular abilities, has procured him abundance of enemies, and made him 


e (1 


* aimed at the intereſis of religien through his ſides. x THU 


_ | ) 


9 ciyil-autho-- | 
nd, ſeeing he Gees their 181 dus t, ON that o - 


Jlace of entertaini em wit pe ane arguments to 
2 7 1 Oh wquld have-been 


he 


<2 1 ones ia 5 EE] to 4 bene 15 civil züutho- 


Bs ec duty (as he profeſſes) with the ane and Feigen by 


2 their duty ; why Nat he. 7 ow. with HOODS but 


5 verbal artillery (whjch- they cannot, in z return to | 


— 


_**-obnogious, to moch rnmerited reprœach; and the thruſt has been often 


3 | ( 4 Z | 
he hap thereby ne. As diſtreſſed, by him they have 
% involved theinſelves in difficulties out of which (he m 
4 deſtly notifies) I am bold to fay” they © have not abili- 
ties to extricate themſelves “ = : FE 
What Loyaliſt ſo eagerly labours to fix upon the 
uud Antiburghers is a romantic charge of ee - 
ox diſaffection to his majeſty, and the Britiſh conſti 5 : 
How ſhall the heavy charge be repelled ? May they ap- 
Peat to their Pune acts, wherein their principles on this 
' Tubject are fully diſplayed? Among theſe, there is an 
act of the Aſſociate Preſbytery, (of the date of February 
1743,) in which * they did, and hereby do, affert and 
% declare; that we eught, to actitouledge the preſent civil 
authority over theſe nations, and /ubjeFion thereto in 
«© Jawful.commands.” But, ſuch is Loyaliſt's penetra- 
tion, he will not admit of this as any exculpation. 
"Having with admirable /agacity found out that the Anti- 
-butghtrs are not now the Aﬀociate Synod, are not Sece- 
ders, except from the ſaid Synod; and having appropri- 
ated this character to thoſe who, he ſays, are now beſt 
known by the name of Burghers-+ : He belabours them 
For their Aulneß, in -preſuming to make the appeal. 
Lon ought not, fiys Loyaliſt, to have quoted the in- 
ec ſtances of their loyalty, as proofs of yours. That the 
ct Sezceders were loyal at the period you alluded to, C viz. 
% 1745.). and are fo even now, I never diſputed.” “ 
Here he allows, as an undiſputed fact; that'Seregers 
were then dutiful ſubjects, that they gave indiſputable 
inſtances. of their loyalty, at tliat period. If the Anti- 
. burgbers ſtill retain and publicly, profeſs thoſe very ſame 
principles, which the Aſſociate Synod, and all in con- 
nexion e dern did; why, now. difpute their 
loyalty? That they retain the ſame principles ſtill, they 
-onftantly aver. Nay, fays Loyaliſt; and his proof, 
Fach as jt is, he has ready at hand. The quotations 
from the Diſplay of the Seceſſion-teſtimony, ( are, what 
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ul the Diplay of the Sereſion-Teftimogy, Lol. II. 'where the ſubject is 
3 ; of FI A 92 


< loyalty,” — i. e. Burgher-loyalty) © not proofs of yours.® 
Very fine! And is this one of the difficulties he has 


overwhelmed them in, out of which, he is bold to ſay, 


e they have not abilities to extricate themſelves ?? How 
do the matters mentioned in the quotation aſcertain, by 
his own conceſſion, - the layalty of the - Aſſociate Synod 
formerly, and that of the Barghers fill? Is it not from 
this, that the Aſſociate Synod openly acknowledged theſe 


principles before the world as therrs ; and from a ſuppo» _ 
ſition that the ZBurghers ſtill retain them, and praftife ac- - 


.cordingly ? And do not the Antiburghers the ſame? 


Ves: they as publicly and ſolemnly avow their adherence. 


to theſe principles, as ever the Aſſociate Preſbytery, or 


Synod did, — either before, at, or after the period, 'unto 


which, above, a reference was made. Why not then 
quote and ſuſtain them, as proofs of their loyalty ? 
Only inſtances of Burgher-loyalty !” Strange! Is the 
ſuppoſition rational? Can it meet with credence, © that 
« ai(ſo call 
time as to ſpend it in collecting, arranging and illuſtrating 
(not to mention his riſking the expence of publiſhing) 
principles not his own, not of his own communion, —— 


dut of a communion ſo abhorrent to it, as that of the 


Burghers ? Can ſuch a © wild fancy” exiſt any where, 
to uſe his own amiable dialect, but in a Loyali/?s “ diſor- 
<4 dered imagination. ?? - WL te; i; Het? 


,,[If; che Antiburghers appeal to their uniform practice 


during the Jacobitiſb rebellion in 1745, and ever ſince, — 
as an evidence that they have acted in full agreement with 


their principles; ſhall they be heard? Loyaliſt ſeems + 


reſolutely determined to admit of no plea whatever in 


their behalf. That not oN E of the Seceders from the 


< eſtabliſhed church were found to join in the then re- 
£ bel cauſe,” ſays he, I readily allow; but there is a dif- 
4 -ference between Seceders then, and Antiburghers now." 
Pray, Good Mr. Loyaliſt, particularize any one diffe- 
rence, in point, if you can. There is no reaſon why 
your finjple' afiemation ſhould be ſuſtained, in evidence 
of ſuch invidious crimination. Some, who then belong- 
104117 5 ed 


) Antiburgber, would be ſo prodigal of his 


— 4 —— — — 
> 


— 
S 7 RET 


"Os ) 


| ed" po:the: Sexaion, are tilt alive, and have been All a 
 fong in connection with thefe; who, it would ſeem, 
terme fuch dwelters* on the earth os yo. Mention the 
time and place of their manifeſting any difference, either 
in principle or conduct, with regard to the point of 
boy aity;-lince! _—_ periode Until this be done, my 
they dot judtly eee in the light of f 
 eofounded ehen If Loyalift's'rantour would pert 
mit him to give ear, —they could '$cHRrrIvE themſelves, 
and inform him that they are profontly as firmly attached | 
ts bis majeſty's $2 oe to the Hritiſh conſtitution, and pa 
to. the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, ns any of their follow fub- | 
are. And don't it ill become him, whatever others 
may __ Ab. eee reer e whoſe ered is 
3 2 ay 3 judge it to be for cheir 55 
yay ro renew the charge of d:/oyalfy againſt the Anti- 
' . burghers, Loyaliſt, methinks, can never, with ſelf. | | 
votiſiſtenoe attempt it. Has he not materially abſolve 0 
diem o all ſuch /criminality, on. 21 of their ndt 
vblervingy what he calls, Neg. F He has in terms 
t. allowedithat 1 loyal at the period“ above 
alluded to, and that they are ſo even now. Seceders 
however, at the time referred to, tept no ſuch fe as its 
abundantly evident from their intiples on ſubject, 
nathan publithed, and, in u little to be here adduced. 
Don't it hence follow, that Antiburghers are allowed td 
be duriful and cal ſubjects? This Loyatiſt muſt yield, 
unteſs unrelenting animoſity againſt them, ſwuld rouſe 
kim to ſigu a palinody ;=or influence him to maintain 
that What is harmleſs in rhe conduct af one perſon, is 
highly criminal in the condutt of another; though, their 
eirrumſtances, fo far as they reſpect that wherein the 
compariſon” is ſtated;—be perfectly ſimiliar. And, who - 
but thoſe of © narrow: and Aer ga ante ”, would hefi- _._- 
faxe, for che ſake of promoting wfdvouritepurpoſe'; 4 
10 call ei good, and good a Ain Bur Barf wr ebe, al 
vghe for darkneſs ® 
5 loyalty 07 thoſe "Own Are diftingbiſhert by VER 
& _ of Burghers, is m_—_ celebrated by Loyaliſt ; and 
: that 


_ 
a % 
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1 5 


ths 8 ſo, is readily admitted, thoug h not for the | 
reaſon which. he afligns... Pu They: have. ad,” fays-this 

fanhful hiſtorian conſiſtently with the principles upon 
« which: they. at firſt ſet out; and: did, upon the late 


, faſt, as. well as former royal faſts, act 2» loyal be 


te and good Chriſtians.” - How proper  telt, theit 
ating; in, this; manner, may be, of fa Chriftianity*as 


 Jayalifiis acguainted with; it is certainly fit, that he him 


felt ſhould be allowed to determine. But whether they 
have ated corifeftently,” in regard to this point, © wit 


© the principles. 3 they at „inf ſet out, —let 
cc theſe; priaciples:beav witneſs,” He is very poſitiue that 


le of the Aſſociaie Synod did originally, andi des 

Il, belong to the Burghers; and has himſelf fuſtained* | 

its acts in evidence: of their loyalty. | And why not alſ 

Nine and ſuſtain them for determining whether they | 
have acted ſo: very conſiſtently as. is pretendedꝰ 

The principle reſpecting chis ſubject, with which they 

at ff ſer out, and a principle which is held by Anti- 


burghers ſtill; may be ſoen in an act of the Afociate, Preſ-" | 


bytery at Dunferwline, January th. 194 1. In this act the 
. giving up, and the civi magiſtrate's aſſuming 
er ob appointing faſtr in ordinary caſes, — and the 
ztery's partial ſymbolizing therewith, in the pre- 


Seng year; are, ſpecified as grounds of humiliation. 
But in regard- this act is out of print, and: but v rarely: to 
be met. with; iv may not he amiſs eee r 


af it, which relates to this ſubjeck. 
« Which day and plate the Affociats Proſbytery bein 8 
04 met; and taking under their ſerious: confideration;— 


ic the many juſt cauſes of the Lord's: anger arid contro- 


1 verſy gene fouth againſt us, Ws, And whereas the 
0 commiſſfion of the laſt aſſembly have given up to the 
4 civil magiſtrate the power 1 — the churety of 
t Chriſt to. appoint days ot faſtiug and —— and 
e to name the day; and the civil magiſtrate has aflumed 


d c that power, unlawfully reſigned to him by the chureh, 


Aby appoiĩming a. faſt in conſoquence. of the commil- 
&*; fron's application, to be obſerved: in Scotland che 
L kar nas day of — thougk the preſ- 

| * bytery 


* 
- 


0 CT: 


| 6 bytery obſerved a fat laſt year, on the me day ap- 
e pointed for that end, by the magiſtrate; after de- 
* claring they could not obſerve the ſaid day, upon 
* His: . in the proclamation for that effect, but 
« for the reaſons mentioned. in the aQappointing the 4, 
eg ume day? "> 
„ Yet however plauſible theſe reaſons: at that: tine 
2 appeared unto us; we cannot now but apprehend, | 
upon more mature conſideration, and deſire to own . 
and acknowledge, — that upon a miſtake, we ourſelves 
i «vert too far in ſymbolizing with the above unwarrant- 
able prac ice, of the church's giving up, and the ma- 
“ giſtrate's aſſuming the power of naming the day, 
« obſerving the fame day appointed by the civil magi- 
' ©. ſtrate ;—and we defire through grace to ly low in the 
4 duſt" before the Lord ;—ſaying, What. we ſee nor, 
e teach chou us; and if we have done iniquity we will = 
do ſo no more: And though it was controverted laſt oF 
ct year that the intrinſic power was given up and afſum. ( 
« ed; in regard there were ſo few days between the 
% meeting of the commiſſion, and the date of the pro- 
% clamation; — yet now that the commiſſion have re- 
6 peated their deed of a formal and voluntary giving up 
to the civil magiſtrate the intrinſic power of the church, 
by applying to the king for naming che day for faſt⸗ 
„ ning and humiliation, — and that he hath appointed 
ic the day accordingly; it appears that there is a ſinful 
&© combination between church and ſtate, to make an 
4 jnvaſion upon the headſbip and ſovereignty of our Lord 
| © TJefus Chriſt over his church, as his free and inde- 
© pendent kin e And we cannot but look upon it, 
& as a cauſe of humiliation before the Lord, — that ſu eck 
„ manifeſt diſhonour hath been done unto him, Whom GAY x 
% God hath a pointed King ! in his holy Bill of Zion : The | 
Lord aur 00 d is a jealous God, —he is jealous of 
cc his worſhip. ang honour, whe ill —_—_—— Bis * 15 | 
| cc axother.” 1 
„ And thou; oh it is aſs great ices: of all ranks to 
ec humble themfclves before the Lord, and of each to. 
He 1 tha. one another to the nenne * 
8 «c or 


4 
1 | 
E * .* X 5 * 
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8 


© of kings, and the Lord of lord 


5 % 
n 
e 
8 ge” © 
5. 2 \ 
2.4 , 


8 return unto the Lord our God, and make his Zion a 
. ee habitation, a praiſe in all the earth.“ 
Some years: afterwards, (being the period in which 


(.91): | 
© this duty; yet it is the duty of the office-bearers in 
© the Lord's houſe 10 ſearch. out and diſcover the cauſes 
% of the Lord's contending with a church and land, — 


« and to ſet apart times of /o/emn humiliation before the 
| © Lord on account of theſe, and even to ſay to tings 


& and queens, humble yourſelves : So when a church does 
&, deliver up to the powers of the earth, that truſt. and 
«& right which the Lord hath lodged in their hand; and 


c when the civil magiſtrate adventures either to deprive 


&© the church of her right, or (to) accept of and exerciſe 


. for the civil magiſtrate to excite thoſe under hini td 


* 


& that truſt and power, — which ſhe hath thus — | 


« alienated z—it is a conſenting to the alienation 3 and ſo 
« incurring the guilt, in 'conjunFtion with the church, 
© of dethroning the Prince of the k 


ty catſes, the preſby= 
all under their inſpec- 


* For which, and other wei 
© tery beſeech, call and obte 


« tion; to humble themſelves before the Lord, - to 


« ſupplicate the throne of grace that God would averc 
% deſerved wrath z—rhat he may be gracious to our Sc- 


c ,vereign'King George, may give ſucceſs to his arms a- 


« gainſt the enemies of the peace and welfare of theſe 
& lands; that he may excite and determine all ranks to 


Loyaliſt allows the Seceders to have been abundantly 
loyal the Aſſociate Preſbytery expreſſed the principles 
which they then held in the following words: Though 


„ it be unwarrantable for the civil magiſtrate, in ordi- 


„ nary. caſes, and where there is, and where acceſs may 


e be had to the judicatories bf a right conſtitute church, 
or that he fuſtains as ſuch, to appoint fafts and thankf< 


4 giuings fimply by his own power; yet not only was 


ngs of the earth, the' King 


et the intrinfic power of the church deſpiſed,” ſome time 


«after the Revolution, in the. appointment af ſeveral 


ie of late years, while the judicatories have practically 
« ſurrendered chis intrinſic power to the magiſtrate ; he 
VVV + cv. 0 0s: qnens „ hath 


0 


4 faſts and thankſgivings merely by civil authority: But 


55 (6010 5 
th hath alſo practically aſſumed and encetifod. the PIR 
; in appointing faſts merely by his own authority: For, | 
7 whatever was his deſign, —yet this was plainly the de- 
ee ſign. of his appointments; in regard the judicatories 
ei accepted the ſame, as anſwers to their petitions. for 
Ke. nomimating the day, — and he hath never diſcouraged 
e chem in their ſaid ſurrender and acceptance: Againſt 
all which this preſbytery maintains a ſtated teftimony 
28 16 they have not reckoned it neceſſary to apply, 
„ the ſame, _ repeated CTY otherwilc 1 05 — © 
„ their : 14 
Such were the putaciphed held, as to this poim, by alt 
$eceders,—before the unhappy breach in the - Aﬀotiate 
nod, — oocaſtoned by the controverſy concerning the 
-Jawfulncfs of ſwearing the. burgeſs-Oath among them 
Jor to thofe in communion with the eſtabliſhed church 
the controverſy had no reſpect. And the conduct of 
thoſt fince, w ho were then fo reſolute in behalf of its laws 
Fulacfs has in this, as well as in other matiers, been a prac- 
rical 4eknowledgment that the oath in which Loyalift 
Hays, they ſaw nothing improper,” was found by. them 
40: be nconfetent with the principles pon wie 
At firſt ſet out. Loyaliſt allows that the buy — 
« was, and fiſt i 5 confidered as a bubwark to he church 
e of Scotland :” But how it can be a bulwark to _ 
but on-fſuppoſition, that every one who'fwears it, 2M 
deinnly rehounces all other commmunions, and as ſo- 1 
Jemoly engages in communion witk her; let any * nk | | 
« of common ſenſe declare. And if fins! how tould tc = | 
#hen, how can it yow be a © wild fantyꝰ to reckon it in« 
confiitent for a perſon who is in a ſtate of ſeceſſion from 
the eftabliſhed church, becauſe of her manifold errors 
in doctrine, and corrupt ions in adminiſtration, to fwetr 
an oath of communion. with her; while, in the mean 
time, he is in ſeceſſion thorefrom, all Tefolves to con. 
tinue ſo, until ſhe remember aj e 1 unll | 
. and us the ge works ? 


. * Fa Aſſociate preſbytery's Anſwers to Mr. Nairn 5 * 
nt, fu ſt pubHſhed in the ye £ 744. Theſe anſwers may ahead 


Dp of the Seceſſ an Vol. X. | ſ 


Y 


(ear | 
Why don't the oferical gentlemen of that communion , 
act candidly, and inform their people, inform the world, 
that they have nu the principles upon which they 
at firſt fet ont? It is not unknown that a number of their 
:ople have been hitherto ſhagrined at their conduct with 
reſpe@ to royal faſts; nor are the various artißces, which 
they have falten upon to foothe them, — altogether hid. 
The better to conceal the deceit, perhaps, a ſeſſional or 
on faſt is pretended to be kept on the ſame day. 
What would you think of circulating a fim) manufcript 
to ſatisfy the ſcrupulous; but cautiouſly left a blank, 
where the matter particularly denied in point of fact 
* ſhould have been documented? Or what, though a fe> 
cet, in place of argument,—ſhould be whiſpered from 
the pulpit? And why not tantalize them with eypecta- 
x tlons.of: a new teſtimony, from which odd things ſhall be 
expelled ; and in their place mew things infcribed with 
ſuch accuracy and perfpicuity,—as ſhall baniſh all ſcru- 
8 How much to be pitied are the people whoſe 
leaders, by their inſtruction and example, — have not 
only caufed them to err from the principles which they 
at firſt eſpouſed; but alſo ſtrain every nerve to prevent 
their returning unto them ? Hark, ye prieſts, who have 
deen, and ſtill are a ſnare en Miapab, and a net ſpread 
upon Tabel. your light either formerly or preſently 
1 muſt be darkneſs; and if the light, that is in you, be 
| darkneſs, —how great is that darkneſs ! If it be not dark= 
| - Meſs; for your own credit, and the good of others, caufe 
| it to ſhine forth. At any rate, ye are involved in the 
guilt of inconfiftence, fene aro Sint and, may it 
not be added, perjury in the matter of witneſs- bearing. 
If any man build what he once deſtroyed, and deſtroy 
What he formerly built, —he makes himſelf a tranſgreſ- 
ſor. Every apofate is f{elf-condemned ;—he Hat is ſuch ts 
ſubwerted, and finneth, being condemned of himſelf. Be wiſe, 
ye people, — bethink yourtelves and retreat in time; leſt 
the retrograde motion of your clerical leaders be accele- 
rated, and, ere you be aware, ingulf you in the turbid 
ocean of eſtabliſhment. ! | 
© Hitherto, for involving the Antiburghers in inextri- 
V | cable 


cCeable difficultics, Loyaliſt hath not come within view of 


. 12 1 


the point to be proved, via. That we ought to keep 


e royal faſts:“ but now he will approach nearer, and 


eſtabliſh it by concluſive arguments. With this deſign 


+ how accurately does he obſerve, that «© if diſobedience to 


0e Jawful authority conſtitute criminality,” your conduct 


e can ſcarcely be viewed in any other light!“ Is there 


not here a ſtrong tincture of that famous /oyali/m which 


the Scotch curates were once ſuch ſticklers for, and 


-  whoſe* conduct“ on that account, he profeſſes to © hate 


Is Loyaliſt yet to learn that there may be commands of 


lav ful authority, - diſobedience to which cannot conſti- 
tute criminality ? If fo, —he may peruſe for his correction 


and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, the VI. chap. of Daniel's 


_ prophecy. It is now a long time ſince bis predeceſſor's 


” 


BR lawful Sovercign, crying, Theſe that have turned the wor 


in crimination, being moved with envy, and afliſted with 
. pertain lewd. fellows of the baſer fort ; accuſed a harmleſs 


by 


kind of people of diſobedience to the commands of a 


 "<nipſide down, are come hither alſo.—Theſe all do contrary to t 


> 
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f 
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: «Reorees of lawful authority, ſaying, there is another king than 
Cefar, one IEsUs. Loyaliſt profeſſes to © injoin obedience 
sto cthe /awful commands of a rightful ſovereign.” 
'Tlrat his Majeſty King Gon dE is our rightful ſovereign 
Das cheerfully allowed; and who, but a bedlamite will deny 
that the lawful commands of a rightful ſovereign are to 


— 
i : ; 


be obeyed: But to inſinuate that the appointment of 


* 222 
1 - 


— 
* 


Vals, in the circumſtances above defined by the Aſſociate 
Preſbytery, is comprehended in the claſs of laauful com- 
| _- -mands,—is a pitiful egging of what ſhould have been 
?. eſtabliſhed, by“ the perſuaſive arguments of duty. 
555 
of che appearance of reaſoning, in ſupport of his opi- 


Such is the amount of all in his letter, that has any thing 


Dion: e 34 SGI | . 
Loyaliſt next betakes himſelf to authorities for bear- 


* 


ing up his toitering fabric, — and informs his readers, 


89892 
48 
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Jeſt, perchance, they ſhould be fo purblind as not to per- 
ceive it, that“ they might be allowed to be concluſive.” 


* 


He properly enough appeals to the Bible in the firſt 


place; and if be ſpent more time in the peruſal of that 


P*Y "x F 


—— 


volume, 


o 
. A eee i es 
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i Fe? | | 
volume, —would he not be much better employed than 
he frequently is? The three paſſages which he quotes 
are, « Pet. ii. 13. Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, 


for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be to the king, as ſupreme, &c. 


Rom. xiii. 1. Let every foul be ſubjeft unto the higher powers. . 


For there is no porver but of God: the powers that be are or. 


| join obedience 
cc to the lauul commands of a rightful ſovereign ;” yet 
they don't give the remo7ef}. hint, whether the commands 
in queſtion be lawful or unlawful. This muſt be deter- 
mined from other texts than thoſe that fimply injoin obe- 


dience.— Theſe texts have indeed been often preſſed into 
the ſervice of the once renowned principle of paſſive obedi- 
.ence and nan-reſiſtance ; a principle as repugnant to the 


conſtitution and genuine ſpirit of the Britiſh government, 


as it is to the dictates of commonſenſe. If Loyaliſt means 


to flouriſh away in behalf of this principle, he may give 
a commiſſion to his intellectual purveyors; and having 


plentifully inſpired their mental uvia, he may fiream it 
forth, wherever he ſhall be permitted, - and why not as 
formerly, in the P—-th—n? 


* 


Layaliſt brings his ſecond authority from the Confeſſion. 
of Faith, chap. xx. F. 4. and xxiii. f. 3. 4. Theſe paſ- 
««. fages are ſo obvious, ſays he, in favour of my opinion 


4 that you ought to keep loyal faſts; that they might 


be with juſtice be allowed to be concluſive.” And who 
would heſitate a moment to allow his being fully qualifi- 
ed to. bleſs the world with an account of their obvious 
appearance, when “ viewed with a jaundiced eye.” It 


is, however, obvious to others, that theſe paſſages are 


ſo far from being in favour of ſuch an opinion, that they 


yo judge it to be therein particularly diſcarded. cc The 


« civil magiſtrate (it is therein a ſtatute) may not aſſume 


cc to himſelf—the:power of the keys of the kingdom of 
„ heaven,“ chap. xxiii. 5. 3. If Loyaliſt means to avail 

himſelf of the Confeſſion of Faith, for involving: the 
Antiburghers in difficulties more than imaginary : It be- 


hoves 


1 . 


{250.57 


— Ai raw fo the paſſages he has quoted,” ur 

ay others he may pleaſe to call in to his aid, that the! 
appointment of faſts, at firſt inſtance, in ordinary eaſes, 
. by the civil magiſtrate, —is neither an afiaiption, nor 
exercije' of the power of the keys of the” kingdom of 
heaven, Alt that he can advance on the ſubject; fort of 
| this, is ſo obviouſſy u darker counſel by words without know- 
lenge; that the Antiburghers may not be 1 a as to 

allow it to be concluſive. 

That theſe paſſages which Loyaliſt imagines to be FA 
obviouſly in his favour, were not ſo underſtood from 
the beginning: appears from the practice of both church 
and ſtate, at that period, —wherein the Confeſſion of 
Faith was received and ratified. © The committion of the 
« generat aſſembly, Oct. 6th, 1648. appointed a ſolemn 
44 humiliation and faft to be kept on the 14th day of 
December following” for the cauſes mentioned in 
their act: And the committee of eſtates upon the z$4th 
day of October, in the fame year, © did heartily approve 


4 their ſeaſonable reſolution ; and required and ordain- 


& ed that the faſt and humiliation appointed by the com- 
© miffion of the General Aſſembly be religiouſly ob- 
* ſerved.” How exactiy did they exemplify, in their 
reſpediive acts the principle which Antiburghers ftilt 
_ maintain; and for which, a Loyalift mow 4oi/bes bald 
them up as Objects of deriſion | 
r Loyalift has what he proclaims an inſuperable 5 e 
rity ſtill behind, as a corps de reſerve ; but from whence it 
comes, ar where it is to be found;—he is greatly non- 
pluſed to tell. According to his firſt letter, it was in 
the Confeſſion of Faith; but is zoqu-in a head of public 
general faſting, —a head that has no rand in the book 
to which he referred! 

That Loyaliſt, however, ſhould be at a loſs to diſtin. _ 
guiſh between a Confeflion of Faith, and a Directory for 
Pablic Worſhip, needs not ſeem any thing ſtrange. Far 
de it from us to diſcredit him with the ſuppoſition, that 
uch antiquated things are familiar to him. May there 
not be ſome latent reaſon, for his treating them with 
fcoraful - ee” ty Cancerning the lucrative: art of ob- 

20 taining 
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Jes to give no inſtruction ; nor does the other dire to | 
fach conduct, as once procured ap 3 ignoming 


from M— s Ch—- I. 
And with regard to Loyalift's preſet. 8 ane | 
he is to be conſidered as, perhaps better acquainted with 


5 articles than chapters which treat of faith. It bes mort 


in his way to aſt in reading the dull farmulary of pray- 
ers, litanies, and collects, Lan epiſtles, goſpels - for e- 


piſtles, and for goſpels even from the prophers and Apo- 
calypſe: all bearing evident ſignatures of their extrathion 


from the Antichriſtian Breviary and Mai- bt And who - 


but fach as have narrow and confined ideas,” would 


not with enraviſnment car eſs the amiable daughter of the 


Lady ſuperbly. grand; arrayed in purple and ſcarlet- co—- | 


Jour, — and decked with gold and precious ſtones ani 


pearls, —full of names of blaſphemy; and on whoſe fore- 
head is written, in legible 3 MrsrEzr, Ba- 


 BYLON. THE: GREAT, THE MOTHER or trans or, 


aND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH 2: :... | 
The authority which Loyaliſt cites, wheventr it be, is . 
io theſe words: 4-Befide folemn and general faſts. wypin- 


© ed by authority ;' we judge, at other times, Congrega- 
6 tions may keep days of faſting; as divine providence 


“ ſhall adminiſter unto them ſpecial occaſions.” “ The 


« authority here meant, (fays he) muft ſurely be that of 
* civil, becauſe it clearly appears to be different autKo- 
& rity from that C viz. eccleſiaſtical) which is to appoine 
* a congregational faſt.” Convictive reaſoning ! Who 
can withſtand its force? Who can deny that the au- 


thority of a ſeſſion is different from that of either preſ- 
| bytery, ſynod or general aſſembly. Important diſcovery Ft . 


What cannot minds ſtored with liberal and enlarged ideas 


develop? A preſbytery,. ſytod,.or general aſſembly, are 


not a ſeſſion, that is, a ſeſſion is juſt a ſeſſion! Never- 
thelefs for enabling to perceive how the authority of any 
of theſe courts, becauſe not a ſeſſion, muft ſurely be dif- 


ferent (in nature and kind) from that which is eccleſiaſ- 


tical; the aſſiſtance of ſomething, very different from a 


e ww, is indiſ ann requiſite. Loyaliſt witn 


equal 


equal propriety TO hat ve. 3 that becauſe the dia- 
canian authority, over the ſpecial concerns of the incor- 
poration of maſons, is of a civil nature; therefore the 
authority of the magiſtrates over Edinburgh, of the 
Heri over Mid-Lothian, and the lord 9 counſel and 
Ne. over the kingdom, — is of a nature ecclgſaffic! ?““ 
| Theſe are all the 'authorities which Loyaliſt has ſeen 
meet to exhibit as conclufrve in favour of his opinion that 
A -Antiburghers ought to keep royal faſts; and how far 
they are ſo, is left, without any anxiety for the iſſue, to 
che reader's determination. He wantonly began the at- 
rack; and, by the manner in which he has conducted it, 
has own how unequal he was to the ſervice. When. 
ever he ſhall manifeſt that his inculcating the obſervation : 
f royal faſts (as above ſtated by the aſſociate preſbytery) 
is -only an injoining of obedience to the Iauful com- 
-mands of a rightful ſovereign, the Antiburghers will 
«heartily return him their thanks, — and be all compliance: 


7 
But if he ſtops /bort of this, and proceeds according 10 
His prefent eccentric- method; Antiburghers openly 
profeſs, however diſgraceful he may reckon it, — chat 
they are ſo narrow and confined in their _ as to be 
e by ek __ of N „ LOESTbee 
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